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Since enactment of the NY SAFE Act the Sheriffs of New York have been carefully reviewing its 
numerous provisions. Last week January 22-24, 2012 in Albany, 52 of the 58 Sheriffs met in 
conference to further consider the language in this 39 page law. 
 
This is a synopsis of a four page response from the NYS Sheriffs Conference. 
 
 
There are a number of provisions in the NY SAFE ACT which will be helpful to law enforcement 
and to our citizens including increases in crime penalties,  FOIL exemptions, and mental health 
record checks to name a few. However, there are also a number of provisions which cause us 
concern, and which we think should be revisited for amendment considerations, including better 
definitions for an assault weapon, magazine capacities, and law enforcement exemptions. 
 
This is a difficult and complex problem. Because it is so complex it does not admit of an obvious 
or simple solution. Many of the provisions of NY SAFE Act contribute toward a solution. Yet 
while many of the provisions of the new law have surface appeal, it is far from certain that all, or 
even many, of them will have any significant effect in reducing gun violence, which is the 
presumed goal of all of us. Anytime a government decides to test the boundaries of a 
constitutional right it must be done with great respect. Unfortunately the process used in 
adoption of this act did not permit the mature development of the arguments on either side of 
the debate, and thus many of the stakeholders in this important issue are left feeling ignored by 
their government. 
 
Sheriffs and other law enforcement officers are not called upon by this new legislation to go 
door‐to‐door to confiscate any weapons newly classified as assault weapons, and will not do so. 

Sheriffs represent all the people, and we take an oath to uphold the Constitution of the United 
States and the Constitution of the State of New York. 
 
We hope that our comments and suggestions are offered as a contribution toward a solution to 
the problem. We pledge to continue to work with the Governor and the Legislature as revisions 
and additions to the NY SAFE Act are considered. 
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