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From: Laurie Masood [mailto:lmasood17@gmail.com]  
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 9:34 AM 
To: Elaine Nesbit 
Subject: Re: Emailing: Area Variance Test Questions 
 
Here they are: 
Area Variance 
 

1. The area variance is being requested to accommodate construction of an @ 8’-10’ x 27’ 
attached deck, which will be built according to the Town of Jerusalem and Yates County 
building code standards.  The variance is required because the total square footage of the planned 
construction will cause the overall construction footprint to exceed the County’s current 
formula.  The completed construction will be in harmony with the character of the neighborhood 
and will not be a detriment to nearby properties, which already have similar, properly 
constructed attached decks. 
 

2. The requested area variance will allow the applicants to build an attached deck which will 
match the width of the cottage in order to maintain a symmetrical and harmonious 
appearance.  In addition, the planned dimensions for the deck are very modest and represent the 
smallest practical footprint to provide the applicants with a usable and functional deck.  The 
benefit sought by the applicant is the only feasible method to provide the applicants with a usable 
and functional deck that will allow them to enjoy their property and lake views. 
 

3. The planned construction is considered to be modest and insubstantial by the applicants since 
it will result in exceeding the current construction area standards by only 5-7%.  
 

4. The proposed variance will not have an adverse effect or impact on the physical or 
environmental conditions in the neighborhood.  The construction, which will be similar to that of 
adjoining properties, will be performed carefully and in accordance with the Town of Jerusalem 
and Yates County building code standards.   
 

5. The requested variance is not the result a difficulty created by the applicant. 
 

Thanks, 
Laurie 
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